The Robin Hood Effect

By Ian Hull
ing to charity need not be a selfless act.
hat is if a recent study done by the John

. & Catherine T. MacArthur Research

This statistic has lead to what Mr. Samuelson
calls the "Robin Hood" effect. In essence, the
Robin Hood effect is the idea that correcting
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Peter Samuelson discusses the fact that a person
giving to charity can receive something tangible in
return for their good deed.

In his article Mr. Samuelson boldly states that
"selflessness can be selfish." On its face this may
seem like an oxymoron. To argue that a person
should be self-interested while being philanthropic
by its very definition seems to be at odds. Not so,
though, says Mr. Samuelson. He states that it is
often through reinforcing what potential donors
will get back in return for their donations that can
be the difference between success and failure in a
charitable campaign.

To reinforce this point, Mr. Samuelson cites
the study mentioned above. Demonstrated in it
was a direct link between the degree of income
inequality in a society and the overall health
of that same population. The study found that
inequality in society is directly correlated with a
lower life expectancy, higher rates of mortality,
and worse self-reported health within the
population. These statistics rang true for both the
wealthy and the poor. Put simply, affluent people
live shorter and less healthy lives the more the
people around them are poor.

improve the inequality between the rich and poor
within a population those more fortunate are not
only bettering the lives of those worse off, but
also their own, as statistically speaking they will
be more likely to live longer, healthier lives. Giving
to those less fortunate, it seems, can bring the
donor more than just a feeling of doing good.

Mr. Samuelson states that reminding potential
donors of what could be in it for them can be used
as a tool in charitable campaigns with surprising
results. When potential donors are told of what
they could get in return for their donation the
amount that they donate has been known to
increase by as much as 10 fold.

Getting something in return for your charitable
contribution is not a bad thing. Your donation will
do the same good to those in need regardless
of whether you are getting anything tangible in
return. So give to charity knowing that you will be
bettering not only those worse off than yourself,
but all members of society, including yourself.

As stated before, giving to charity need not be a
selfless act.

Did You Know

On the south chancel walls are a pair of interesting triangles.These
triangles are known as the Creator Star in Christianity and can also

be reffered to as the Double Trinity. They are composed of equilateral
triangles circumscribed within a circle. On the other hand, the Star or
Sheild of David in Judaism is composed of two unequal triangles and
cannot be circumscribed within a circle. In Hinduism the triangles are
known as the Sign of Vishnu and represent involution and evolution.
Triangles are even found on the pyramids in Egypt, Mexico and Peru.
Timothy Eaton Memorial Church has many interesting symbols
within its walls. For instance there are seven symbols on the ends
of the clergy and choir seats. They are the Fish, a very early symbol
designating a meeting place, the Anchor, which symbolizes the
anchor of the soul, the Hand, referring to the hand of God, the
Shell, referring to our Lord's Baptisim, the Pelican, symbolizing the
atonement of Jesus on the cross, the Tree and Serpent, representing
evil and the Pomegranate, which is a symbol of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, the fertility of the word and the richness of divine grace.
There are many more symbols within the church, so be sure to look
for them when you get a chance.
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Happenings & Events!

Christmas Services at TEMC

Sunday Advent Services: 9:15 and 11:00 a.m.
November 27, December 4, December 11, December 18

Thursday, Dec. 8: Homecoming with Holy Communion
Carol-sing at 1:40 p.m., worship service at 2:00 p.m. followed by
afternoon tea. To arrange transportation, call The Rev. Dr. Jean
Hunnisett at 416-925-8494 x 232.

Saturday, Dec. 10: Christmas Spectacular
Kick off the Christmas season with your favourite carols. Join
us for a musical celebration featuring the Salvation Army North
York Temple Band, and TEMC’s Sanctuary Choir and Choir School.
4:00 p.m. To reserve tickets, call 416-925-5977. A limited
number will be available at the door. Tickets: $15, Families: $40

Thursday, Dec. 15: Christmas Luncheon for Seniors (55+)
Come and enjoy a delicious full course festive luncheon at noon
(cost $6.50), followed by a wonderful carol sing. Reserve your
place by Tuesday, December 13 by calling SPRINT, 416-481-0669
ext. 294. The lunches are held for seniors in the community and
at TEMC every Thursday in our auditorium.

Sunday, Dec. 18: Bake Sale to support El Hogar project
It's back! Get your taste buds ready for the delectable treats that
our El Hogar team and supporters will bake for you! They will be
on sale in between services.

Saturday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve

e 3:00 & 5:00 p.m.: Christmas pageant with live animals

¢ 9:00 p.m.: Carols with bells

e 9:30 p.m.: Carols by candlelight

e 10:00 p.m.: Christmas Eve service with communion
Sunday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day

e 11:00 a.m.: Worship Service

Chili Day — Friendship Sunday

Sunday, January 29 @ noon

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday, February 21 @ 5:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service with Communion
Wednesday, February 22 @ 7:00 p.m.

Women Together Book Sale

Saturday, March 3 @ 10:00 a.m.
All proceeds go to the TEMC General Fund.

Go Green!

If you would like to adopt a
greener lifestyle, save some
trees, and money spent on
postage, this newletter is
available to receive by e-mail.
Please send your current email
address to: sonyaswainsbury@
temc.ca



