
a place for life

sunday, April 19, 2026
cOntemporary – 9:15 AM  
Traditional – 11:00 AM 

From the earliest full manuscript of Paul's letter to the Romans
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9:15 ORDER OF SERVICE
Please turn off  electronic devices. Nursery care is available.

PRELUDE
“Amazing Grace Fill It Up” � Choir School
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  
that saved a child like me!  
I once was lost but now am found  
was blind but now I see. 

Chorus: 
(So fill it up) Fill it up and let it overflow,  
let it overflow with love.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed.   Chorus

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  
that saved a child like me!  
I once was lost but now am found  
was blind but now I see.   Chorus

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE MESSAGE
Community of Faith Connection Team� Mary Lou Taylor, Komi Olafimihan

OPENING SONG 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation; 
O my soul, praise him, at all times your health and salvation. 
Come, all who hear, brothers and sisters draw near, 
joining in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, above all things so mightily reigning, 
keeping us safe at his side, and so gently sustaining. 
Have you not seen, how all you needed has been 
met by God’s gracious ordaining?
Praise to the Lord, who will prosper our work and defend us; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend us: 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
who out of love will befriend us.
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Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen sound from God’s people again: 
gladly with praise we adore him.

OPENING PRAYER  PLEASE BE SEATED�

THE LORD’S PRAYER  SAY TOGETHER
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

MUSICAL REFLECTION
“Spirit of God”� Bedford 
� Choir School, Chamber Choir
Spirit of God, you moved over the waters, whispering God’s love to the whole of creation. 
You breathe your life into God’s sons and daughters, giving us talents and your inspiration. 
Spirit of God, by the prophets you sought us, calling us back from our pride-filled 
behaviour. Through chosen leaders you reached us and taught us; by your own gift we 
were given a Saviour. Spirit of God, like a dove you once rested, showing God’s joy on 
the day Christ was baptized. You sent Christ out to the hills to be tested, through you, he 
called us to see God with new eyes. Spirit of God like a mighty wind blowing; suddenly 
Christians stopped hiding and fearing. You gave them courage and love overflowing, so 
they proclaimed you to all in their hearing. Help us to see you, still calling and caring, help 
us to know you among us, creating. Spirit of God give us courage and daring to share 
God’s love with a world that is waiting. Amen.

PRAYER WITH THE CHILDREN
We invite all the children to come up for a short prayer before proceeding 
to Sunday school. 

SCRIPTURE 	
Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:13-25� Peter Vincent 
15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But 
Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the 
word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
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your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then 
he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Romans 4:13-25
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, 
neither is there transgression.
16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father 
of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He 
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already 
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness 
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

SERMON
“The Dead Live” 

Rev. Dr. Jason Byassee

PASTORAL PRAYER�

INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  CHOIR ONLY�
“Wood and Nails” � The Porter’s Gate arr Arndt 
� Chamber Choir
O humble carpenter, down on your hands and knees, look on your handiwork and build a 
house so you may dwell in me; so you may dwell in me. The work was done with nothing 
but wood and nails in Your scar-borne hands; O show me how to work and praise, trusting 
that I am Your instrument. O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face, oh, build a 
table that I too may join you in the Father’s place; oh, in the Father’s place. The work was 
done with nothing but wood and nails in Your scar-borne hands; O show me how to work 
and praise, trusting that I am Your instrument. The kingdom’s come and built upon wood 



5

and nails gripped with joyfulness; oh send me out, within Your ways, knowing that the 
task is finished, the dead will rise and give You praise. Wood and nails will not hold them 
down; these wooden tombs, we’ll break them soon and fashion them into flower beds. 
The curse is done, the battle won; swords bent down into plowshares. Your scar-borne 
hands, we’ll join with them serving at the table You’ve prepared, O humble carpenter.

CLOSING SONG  PLEASE STAND
“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee; 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which were, and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Have you checked out our blog? Visit us at temc.ca/blog to see what’s new.
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11:00 AM – ORDER OF SERVICE
Please turn off all electronic devices. Nursery care is available. 

These services are live streamed (a live video presentation)

THE APPROACH
PRELUDE

“Amazing Grace Fill It Up”  
� Choir School
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  
that saved a child like me!  
I once was lost but now am found  
was blind but now I see. 

Chorus: 
(So fill it up) Fill it up and let it overflow,  
let it overflow with love.
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed.   Chorus

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound  
that saved a child like me!  
I once was lost but now am found  
was blind but now I see.   Chorus

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE MESSAGE
Community of Faith Connection Team� Mary Lou Taylor, Komi Olafimihan

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  PLEASE STAND AND SING TOGETHER
No.  161  “Welcome, Happy Morning”� Hermas

CALL TO WORSHIP  PLEASE REMAIN STANDING
Minister: 	 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous! 

For praise from the upright is beautiful.
All:	 Praise the LORD with the harp. 

Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten strings.
Minister: 	 Sing to Him a new song. 

Play skillfully with a shout of joy.
All: 	 For the word of the LORD is right, 

and all His work is done in justice and truth.



7

Minister: 	 Let our hearts rejoice in Him, 
for we have trusted in His holy name.

All Sing: 	 We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn, we share with him and Easter life 
as living members of a living Christ. 
Hallelujah!  	�  (No. 448, v.2)

PRAYER OF APPROACH

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  SAY TOGETHER
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you: 
intently and ignorantly, actively and passively, by our action and our 
inaction, we have transgressed your commandments. We have not 
trusted your promises with a whole heart, but being tempted by fear, 
have often wavered in unbelief. We have looked at the deadness of 
our own strength rather than the life-giving power of your Word. We 
have sought to establish our own righteousness, forgetting that your 
grace is a gift received by faith alone. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy upon us. Forgive us all that is past, grant us faith 
in your eternal presence, and give us hope for the future, that we 
might ever serve you in true repentance and newness of life, hoping 
against hope in your steadfast love, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen.

KYRIE  SING TOGETHER
Lord have mercy upon us; 
Christ have mercy upon us; 
Lord have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

DOXOLOGY  PLEASE STAND
No. 177 v.1
This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the crucified, 
hath sprung to life this morrow.

THE WORD OF GOD
MINISTRY OF MUSIC

“Spirit of God ”� Bedford  
� Choir School, Sanctuary Choir
Spirit of God, you moved over the waters, whispering God’s love to the whole of creation. 
You breathe your life into God’s sons and daughters, giving us talents and your inspiration. 
Spirit of God, by the prophets you sought us, calling us back from our pride-filled 
behaviour. Through chosen leaders you reached us and taught us; by your own gift we 
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were given a Saviour. Spirit of God, like a dove you once rested, showing God’s joy on 
the day Christ was baptized. You sent Christ out to the hills to be tested, through you, he 
called us to see God with new eyes. Spirit of God like a mighty wind blowing; suddenly 
Christians stopped hiding and fearing. You gave them courage and love overflowing, so 
they proclaimed you to all in their hearing. Help us to see you, still calling and caring, help 
us to know you among us, creating. Spirit of God give us courage and daring to share 
God’s love with a world that is waiting. Amen.

SCRIPTURE 	
Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:13-25� Samit Ahlawat
15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 
not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But 
Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the 
word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5 He brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then 
he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Romans 4:13-25
13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, 
neither is there transgression.
16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham 
(who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father 
of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He 
did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already 
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness 
of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 
were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  PLEASE STAND AND SING TOGETHER
No.  159  “The Strife Is O’er”� Victory
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SERMON
“The Dead Live” 

Rev. Dr. Jason Byassee

THE RESPONSE
PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  SAY TOGETHER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread;and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  CHOIR ONLY
“Wood and Nails” � The Porter’s Gate arr Arndt 
� Sanctuary Choir
O humble carpenter, down on your hands and knees, look on your handiwork and build a 
house so you may dwell in me; so you may dwell in me. The work was done with nothing 
but wood and nails in Your scar-borne hands; O show me how to work and praise, trusting 
that I am Your instrument. O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face, oh, build a 
table that I too may join you in the Father’s place; oh, in the Father’s place. The work was 
done with nothing but wood and nails in Your scar-borne hands; O show me how to work 
and praise, trusting that I am Your instrument. The kingdom’s come and built upon wood 
and nails gripped with joyfulness; oh send me out, within Your ways, knowing that the 
task is finished, the dead will rise and give You praise. Wood and nails will not hold them 
down; these wooden tombs, we’ll break them soon and fashion them into flower beds. 
The curse is done, the battle won; swords bent down into plowshares. Your scar-borne 
hands, we’ll join with them serving at the table You’ve prepared, O humble carpenter.

CLOSING HYMN  SING TOGETHER
No. 151  “Lift Hight the Cross”� Crucifer

BENEDICTION

CHORAL AMEN
Amen in A � Boda

ORGAN POSTLUDE
Postlude on ‘Duke Street’�  David Lasky 
� Stephen Boda
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SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026

9:15 AM: CONTEMPORARY | 11:00 AM: TRADITIONAL

Dayle K. Barrett preaching: 
“Beyond the Ceasefire” 

from Romans 5:1-17

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
Lynne Cavanagh 

Maureen Lee
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The Rev’d Canon Dr. Christopher (Chris) Brittain is Dean of Divinity and 
the Margaret E. Fleck Chair in Anglican Studies at Trinity College in the 
University of Toronto. Prior to being appointed at Trinity College, Dr. 
Brittain taught theology and ethics at the Atlantic School of Theology 
(Halifax, NS) and subsequently at the University of Aberdeen (Scotland). 
His research focuses on relations within the global Anglican Communion, 
theological responses to disaster and terrorism, and Political Theology. 
Learn more at tst.edu/faculty-research/directory/brittain-christopher-c

https://www.tst.edu/faculty-research/directory/brittain-christopher-c
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MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2026 – 7:00 PM
Five Seasons of Charlie Francis by Danica Roache
A bold, refreshing, and darkly funny debut novel about a mixed-ancestry 
Mi’kmaw woman balancing academia, grief, love, and new motherhood, 
for fans of Fleabag and Amanda Peters.
AUTHOR APPEARANCE: Danica Roache, will be with us in-person.  
You don’t want to miss it!  

Join us for Christianity 201 on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm. This is a wonderful 
chance to gather with friends and Rev. Jason to read, reflect, and wonder 
together about the Christian faith. 
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ART & TREASURES SALE 
SATURDAY, MAY 2

We need to restock our cupboards 
for the Art & Treasures Sale, 
Saturday May 2. We are accepting all 
your fine treasures of crystal, silver, 
jewellery, linens, artwork, paintings 
and collectibles (think Antiques 
Roadshow). 
Please leave your donations boxed 
and labelled in the glass enclosure 
off the parking lot. (Reminder: no 
books or clothing – thank you.) All 
proceeds from the sale go to TEMC 
General Fund and the Food Bank.

  
Art  Art  
&  &  

Treasures Treasures 
SaleSale

COMMUNITY OF FAITH CONNECTION 
As the Community of Faith Connection team, we are tasked with serving 
as the eyes and ears on the ground as Pastor Dayle Barrett ministers 
to the congregation. We meet regularly with him to offer support, 
encouragement, and honest feedback about the congregation's 
experience of his ministry. We are responsible for helping him understand 
the congregation and supporting his learning process. We are accountable 
to him and the candidacy board for evaluating his effectiveness as a 
minister at TEMC.
We kindly ask you to reach out to us anytime over the next year with any 
feedback regarding his performance in any of the following categories:
•	 Pastoral care
•	 Worship
•	 Faith formation / Education

•	 Leadership
•	 Administration
•	 Community Connection

Our goal is to highlight areas for growth, acknowledge his strengths and 
help sharpen and focus them. We will compile our findings regularly and 
submit them to the Candidacy board.
You can talk to any one of us privately in person or send an email to: 
temccof25@gmail.com

Mary Lou Taylor, Robert Positano, Komi Olafimihan

mailto:temccof25%40gmail.com?subject=
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

TEMC ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026

TEMC’s Annual Golf Tournament for men and women  
Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto.

1:30 PM Shotgun start.  
An afternoon of golf, dinner, and a silent auction,  

all in support of TEMC!
Register at temc.ca/golf

https://www.temc.ca/golf


15

Welcome
We are glad you’ve joined us to worship. It is our hope that you will 

find the presence of God and Christian fellowship here today. There is 
something for everybody here at TEMC. Below you will see a list of current 

programs. For more information about a specific program, speak to 
anyone on staff, they’d be happy to help you get involved.

Art Group – Mondays, 9:30 am
Midday Prayer Services –  Mondays-Wednesdays, at 12 pm
Food Bank – Mondays at 6:00 pm, Wednesdays, 10:30 am

Cover to Cover Book Club – fourth Monday of the month, 7 pm
Bible Study – Tuesdays at 1:30 pm

Heart ‘n Hands Together – alternate Tuesdays, 1:00 pm
Musical Mosaic concert – the second Tuesday of the month, 12 pm

Line Dancing – Tuesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm 
Holy Communion Services – Tuesdays, 7:00 pm, Thursdays at 12 pm

Christianity 201 – Wednesdays, 5:30 pm
Choir School Rehearsals – Wednesdays, 5:30 pm

Youth Fellowship – Wednesdays, 7:00 pm
Bible Overview – Wednesdays, 7:00 pm

Men’s Group – Thursdays, 7:00 am
Adult Choir Rehearsals – Thursdays, 6:30 pm 

AA Meetings – Thursdays, 8:00 pm
Dewi Sant Welsh/English Service – first Sunday of the month, 2:00 pm

Worship Services – Sundays, 9:15 & 11:00 am
Sunday School – Sundays, 9:30 am
Coffee Hour – Sundays, 10:15 am

CHURCHES ON-THE-HILL FOOD BANK
The APRIL Food of the Month donation is CANNED FRUIT. With 
rising food costs the food bank is serving record numbers of 
clients (approximately 1200 people per week). In order to ensure that 
the food bank can continue in future years we need the financial support 
of the community. Visit us at cothfoodbank.ca for more information or 
to donate either on a one time or a pre-authorized monthly basis. On 
behalf of the clients, volunteers at the COTH Foodbank, thank you for 
your support.

https://www.cothfoodbank.ca/


Worship Information:
• Wheelchair access is through the northwest entrance. 
• Sunday School is held for children of all ages during the 9:15 service. The 

nursery and Sunday School rooms are located on the third floor, off the 
northeast balcony.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is live-streamed at temc.ca/livestream or youtube.com/@
TEMCToronto/streams

• Copies of recent sermons are available in the narthex or at temc.ca/sermons. 
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Director of Property Management: Michael Loo, x 226, michaelloo@temc.ca
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